Howard’s bubble diplomacy shows he’s off on Iraq
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Barack Obamawis remarkabde for
a number of reasors. The most obvious
being the fact that it happened.

Mo possible good can come from it and
the real harm might not be known wnril it
returns o haunt a future gowernment.
Perhaps more disturbing, though, are the
dl:-lnﬁuc-us Justifications being offered
In defence of the attack and the simul-
taneous deflecton of blame for the calami-
tous state of affais in Irag.

If elexted president, Obama has pledged
o condifomally withdrowr all U5 combat
roops From Irag. He hopes be won't have
o walt that long as he is inroducing
binding legislation that he hopes will foroe
President rge W, Bush to do the same
by March 2008, The tactic is unlikely o
work, but it will have {15 supporters.

If Obama 1s lucky enough to make it o
the White House, the Iraq mess willstill be
waltng for him. HbE announcement is

Barack Obamaisright: the war plan is not working, says BRETT BOWDEN

notewnrthy for the fact be is only flking
about combat troops.

The real intri ﬁle—} in what els= he has
in mind. Could 1t be amy worse than the
currenit  directionless  police? The ey
elemnents of the Obama plan are oot too far
removed from those proposed by the
bipartisan Irag Survey Group: de.
escalation of the war, tough benchmarks
fior the Iraql Government, incremsed secur-
ity, and economic and infrastructure
recorstruction. He is explicithy not talking
about a precipitous, unconditonal witch-
drawal.

Prime Minister John Howard is cone
cerned that to even talk about deadlines
and exit strategies emboldens al-Caesda in
Irag and weakens the 15 in the eyes of the
world. Foreign Minister Aleman der Dowmner
fears that a precipibous withdrawal will
leave a vacuum walting to be flled by

Imsurgents and terrorsts. They acouse
Ohama of failing to grasp the intricacies of
[r.? and just how much is at stake there.
= or all ie-cn:-n-:ﬂ:ns ower Obama's lack of
relgn polic erlenos, It appears as
lhn:-ulg;h Ife hai :Ee@e aver HUF'IIEJ.I:d and
Drowmier when it comes to the realitles of
Iraq. He knows the war is going badly no
matter which way you try to spin it He
knows more than 3100115 roops have died
in a war he opposed from the outset. He
knows there is no security, there | minimal
government and there are few prospecs of
achleving any of these by smring the
course. And be knows he's not alone In his
thinking,
Howard and Dovmier, on the other band,
appear to be living in a bubble. They speak
ut destabilising and de-sh:o‘!,ﬂrllglraq n
the Ffuure tense as though they are
oblivicus to the daily carnage going on

thiers. nli their re-:l-oc-nlrlg. should such a
terrible thing befall Iraq the fault lies not at
the feet of the Bush Adminisoation and its
coalition partners, but with Obama and the
Democrats.

Mo doubt there is enough blame o go
around to sheet some of it home to Eevin
Rudd and the Labor Partr as well.

The problem with Howward and Downer's
reasoning on thisissue is that itis so clearhy
WInng

There was no al-Caeda in Irag prior to
the invasion and occupation. There was no
link betwreen Osama bin Laden's al-Oasda
terrorist petwork and the regime of Sad-
dam Hussein.

The turmoil in Iraq is generated br the
presence of coalition troops - Insurgents
and foreign terrorsts have materialised
since the mvsion.

This much has been widehy conceded by

all but the most diehard sapporiers of the
war in Washington and, apparently, Can.
berra.

IF Henvsard reallﬂr.u runoingakCaedaln
Iraq he would wise to put a clncle
around March 20048, and January 30, 2006,
the date of inauguration of the next 15
president.

Whether It's Senator Obama of another
Democrat or even a Repu blican like former
Mew York Ciy Mavor REudl Giluliani
entering the White House the odds are that
:hmmll change In Irag.

ther the change i1s for the better o
womse b difficult © predice. Although
Imaﬁlnlng how things could get
much worse than they are now is not
ST,

It 15 high time the Howard Government
took its share of the blame and accepied
some of the resporsibility for the mess
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